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Happy Birthday to you! Happy Birthday to you! Happy Birthday, God bless you!

Happy Birthday to you! | love that our congregation celebrates birthdays and anniversaries
together. It's important for us to share these moments as a community of faith.

In May, we celebrate another kind of birthday: Pentecost, often called the birthday of the
Christian church. On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out on people from all over the
world who had gathered in Jerusalem, and over 3,000 people were baptized, forming the first
church. Can you imagine the excitement? Our congregation has felt similar excitement with
recent baptisms, confirmations, and new members.

The Holy Spirit empowered the first church, and it continues to empower us today. Perhaps
the Holy Spirit is the best birthday gift—a gift that keeps giving, never breaks down, and never
runs out, passed down through generations. Have you considered the role of the Holy Spirit in
the church, right here in Saint Paul, in your life? Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the advocate that
“will teach you everything and will remind you of everything | have told you” (John 14:26).

In Acts, the church receives the Holy Spirit, gaining gifts and strength for ministry. Paul
reminds us that the Holy Spirit gives us life, power over our brokenness, helps us in our
weakness, and intercedes on our behalf (Romans 8). What is your experience of the

Holy Spirit?

On another note, it's almost time for Vacation Bible School. Our St. Paul Community VBS
committee has been diligently preparing. Even if you're not on the committee, | have two
tasks for you. First, pray for VBS. Pray for the leaders as they prepare, for the children who
most need to hear about it, and for all the children attending. Pray for fun, safety, and
openness to God'’s work through Jesus Christ in their lives! Your second task is to share about
VBS. Tell friends, neighbors, and family members. If you're on social media, share it there.
There are mini-flyers to hand out and flyers around town with registration information,
including links/QR codes for easy registration. Here are the details:

Get ready for adventure! Our Vacation Bible School, Road Trip: On the Go With God, is just
around the corner, running from Wednesday, May 20th to Friday, May 22nd! On Wednesday,
it will be after school from 3:30-6:30 pm, with a light meal at 6:30 pm. On Thursday and Friday,
it will be from 9 am-noon, with a program at 11:30 am on Friday. Lunch will be served on these
days. Prepare for three fun-filled days exploring God's word through exciting stories,
engaging activities, catchy songs, and delicious snacks. This year’s VBS will take us on a
journey of faith, discovering how God is with us wherever we go. You can register on the St.
Paul VBS website, stpaulvbs.mycokesburyvbs.com. Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity for

your children to grow in their faith and make lasting memories.

Finally, at the end of the month, May 31st, we will begin our summer sermon series, Bearing
Fruit. We will spend the summer reflecting on the Fruit of the Spirit and considering which
ones we see in our lives and in our church. Can you name the fruit of the Spirit?

I wonder which ones will stand out this year.

Blessings, Pastor Nicole
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http://stpaulvbs.mycokesburyvbs.com/

5!"& Adult Sunday School 9 am 1 9 th UWF meeting 1:30pm
Worship 10am— Communion
Children’s Church during Worship

6t[’1 Youth Group 6:30 pm ZOth First day of VBS— 3:30pm-6:30pm

7 t"] Community Office Hours— 21st 2nd day of VBS- 9:00am-Noon
Bedhead 8am-11lam Pastor Nicole will not be at Community coffee
Adult Sunday School 9 am Last day of VBS- 9:00am-Noon

joth y 22nd y

Worship 10am
Children’s Church during Worship

i 5 tl"l Youth Group 6:30 pm— Last one until Fall! 2 %h Worship 10am

i %h Community Office Hours— 2 5 ti"l Memorial Day
Bedhead 8am-11lam
16 tl"l UMC helps at Food Pantry 9-11am 2 7 ti"l Annual Conference— Kearney, NE  27th-30th
Pastor Nicole will not be at Community coffee on
Thursday the 28th
1 7 th Adult Sunday School 9 am 6 I st Worship 10am
Worship 10am Nursing Home Services:
Children’s Church during Worship Brookefield at 1:30pm/Matelyn at 2:30pm

Volunteers Needed

Our Trustees committee is looking for volunteers.
There are many things that need to be done around

May 20-22, 2026
Wednesday 3:30-6:30pm
' Thursday-Friday: 9am-Noon

the church. Please consider helping with
Check-in @ 8:45

any of these tasks.

Reglster Herél *Spray weeds and/or pull on the north and west side
stpaulvbs.com of the church in rocks.
*Sprinkler heads behind pavers on the east side
of the church need to be fixed.
*Level out existing rocks on the east side of church and
front of signage, lay down fabric and place
more rock on top of fabric.

St Paul VBS

God is
with us

oul: 108 N CabsihiHe m

., - p()m) II)II)

_ Organized by . Hpe IdIaSMC *Take out rocks under trees on the southwest side
First Presbyterian Church 1Al £ the church
St. Mark’s Lutheran 1320 Baxter St of the church.
St. Paul UMC Saint Paul, NE 68873 *Plant grass seed under the trees on the southwest side
The Lord your God is with you wherever you go. - Joshua 1:9 of the church.

Please contact Doug at 308-750-3973 with
any questions.
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Confirmations, New Members and Baptisms
This last month we had several people who have joined our church congregation.

On Easter day, April 5th, seven young ladies were confirmed into the church. Two were baptized also.
Two new people, Heather and Bella Benzel (not pictured below) also joined the church by transfer on April 5th.
On April 12th, we had one child and one adult baptized, and 5 new members join. If you see any of these
individuals, please give them a warm welcome into our church family.

Confirmation Group
April 5th

Pictured at right:

Top row: Camilla Benzel,
Daevanie Obermeier, Hensley
Pearson, Braegan Jennings

Bottom row: Pastor
Nicole Schwartz-Eck,
Jaylynn Ross, Kadynce
Paxton, Grace Thomas

New members joined April 12th

From left: Robyn Dvoracek, Matt
Jameson, Kristine Jameson, Kevin
- Hoshor, Amanda Hoshor

At right: New members look on as
Kolter Hoshor is being baptized on
April 12th. (Matt Jameson was
baptized also on this day)

Kolter is the son of Kevin and
Amanda Hoshor
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Teacher’s Prayers

|

|

|

I At St. Paul United Methodist Church, we have made a commitment to our local schools.

: As we have done in the past, we will start our weekly prayers for the teachers and

I school staff for the school year.

I If you know of teachers from our congregation that teach at other districts or substitute teachers

: that would not be listed on the St. Paul district website, please let Pastor Nicole or the church office
I know so we can add them to our teacher prayers. Thank You!

|

IMay 3rd- Nancy Harrington, Marcia Kauk, Mitzi Randall
I

IMay 10th- Curt Dubas, Jason Meinecke, Marty Mrkvicka, Adam Rensch, Dan
|Scheer Philip Thede

Now your bulletin
unlocks online

FUN at home. Children’s Worship

Bu\\e‘rms@HOML@

The SECRET CODE found
on the front of the Children’s
Worship Bulletin unlocks
online games that reinforce
the week’s message.

Your children’s bulletin
unlocks ONLINE FUN at home.

We're excited to announce a
NEW feature of Children’s Worship

Bulletins that will have children lining up Take your bulletin with

to get their bulletin this Sunday!
They’ll be looking forward to the secret
code on the front of the bulletin that
unlocks hours of fun learning at home.

This secret code is unique to our church
and allows SAFE and secure access
to online games that reinforce
the message for the week.

Children’s Worship

B u\\e‘rms@H.OML i)

a secret code home.

B R PR SRS

Step 2: Goto
Games.ChildrensBulletins.com
(ask an adult first ©)

Step 3: Enter your Secret Code.

Chires Woat ‘
_

Choose a
game and

Q“‘%W PR S ST
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May2  |Brad Wells May20 | Mikaleh Esquitin May 13 | Jarold & Linda Jacobsen
May 25 |Jeff & Stacy Vogel

May 4 Machell Naylor ~ |May 21 |Loren Studley

May 29 |Tom & Sheryl Mortimer

May 7 Thaddeus Radke |May 27 |Easton Klassen

May 8 Linnea Vogel May 27 | Gordon Knuth

May 14 | Linda Jacobsen May 28 |Aidan Anderson

May 15 i Crysta Nayl
ay Vanessa Ritter May 28 rysta Raylor United Methodist Church of St. Paul

labels for this cause. There is a basket in the
Narthex of the church to place these.

The UWF ladies thank you! D O N AT E TO DAY

DISASTER RESPONSE FUND

May 16  |Kent Meyer May 29 | Oakley Hawkins MISSION STATEMENT

May 19 | Addison Brown |May 29 |Brandon Starkey ‘Making and Nurturing Disciples’
grosesenseee s LT T TP TP U PP L PP PLPPUOPTPTTPTPPPIRRRRRe 3 The Great Plains Conference Disaster Response
: Dld }/OU I{I70W..... : Ministry is assisting homeowners, ranchers, and
: : farmers who have been impacted by the fires
: The UWEF is still Co||ecting : Morrill and Cottonwood, Neb.
: . : To make a donation to the Disaster Response
:  Best Choice brand labels (bar codes)? : Fund you can give online at https-//
: . . : www.greatplainsumc.org/page/donate/great-
: These are sent in for reimbursement : plains-disaster-fund or mail your check payable
¢ after a certain amount has been reached. This : to the Great Plains Conference, on the memo
. helps the UWF in their ministry throughout the : line write 975 Disaster Response Fund,
: . . . : and mail to: Great Plains Conference,
¢ year. Please consider cutting out and donating : 100 S. Kansas, Topeka, KS 66603.
EH OOt

Want to join the Prayer Chain?

If you would be interested in joining the
Prayer Chain, please let Jackie Cook

or the church office know. Checks to;
We need you! SPUMC or. GP:Conference UMC Great Plains
Please read on page 6 to find out the ' Memo Line:
details of how it works! | -975 Disaster Response Fund
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https://gp-email.brtapp.com/!B6s-yEasrJEty5jDUfLwX2V48nPqzqK8tYkNUZyTaKDX8Z+soGP50jq7Vkh3Kcjzg
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/!B6s-yEasrJEty5jDUfLwX2V48nPqzqK8tYkNUZyTaKDX8Z+soGP50jq7Vkh3Kcjzg
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/!B6s-yEasrJEty5jDUfLwX2V48nPqzqK8tYkNUZyTaKDX8Z+soGP50jq7Vkh3Kcjzg

Hands On Worship

On March 22nd, the congregation assembled 12 Cleaning kits and 12 Hygiene kits
for UMCOR. This was included with a Breakfast church that was held in the
fellowship hall and the United Methodist Men supplied breakfast.

I




April Attendance

April 2nd:
Maundy Thursday

April 3rd:
Good Friday

April 5th:

Sunrise service
April Sth:
Easter 10am
April 12th:
April 19th::

April 26th:

19 In-person

40 In-person
11 Views/YouTube

25 In-person

157 In-person
23 Views/YouTube

62 In-person
29 Views/YouTube

43 In-person
15 Views/YouTube

39 In-person
32 Views/YouTube

April Offering Totals

April 5th: $3,573
April 12th: $6,297
April 19th: $810
April 26th: $870
Thanke You

FOR

GIVING

GENEROUSLY

United Methodist Church Prayer Chain

The purpose of the prayer chain is to offer special prayers for individuals in critical need. The chain cannot be activated
without the permission of the family in need. Call prayer requests to the church office 754-4247. The prayer request
will be called to the first person on these lists. Each caller then calls the next person on the list. If that person is
unavailable, a call should be placed to the following name and contact made with the first party later in the day.
Last name on list does not call anyone. We are in need of more people joining the prayer chain.

Praying for each other is an important ministry that we can do for our church family.
If you would be interested in becoming part of this mission, please contact the church office.
We are in need of more people joining the prayer chain. All you have to do is pray for someone as the requests
are made. Please consider this request to help.

Marilyn Wall 754-5100 Martha Voigt 750-4319 Jackie Cook 754-9115
Deb Wells 754-5620 Darla Voigt 750-1401 Charlene Craig 754-5503
Nancy Harrington 750-0279 Rose Ross 754-4993 Mary Pearson 308-219-0060
Theda Van Horn 754-4541 Cherri & Scott 750-0615 Brenda Starkey 750-7967
Klinginsmith

Cleo Edwards 754-4853 Charlotte Rasmussen | 308-968-3375 Becky Schwenk 750-4590
Nancy 750-2117-Nancy | Susan Hartley (641)-485-7349 Lory Thomsen 754-4286
OR Mike McCarthy (775)-830-9521

-Mike
Sheila Studley 750-6973 Robyn Dvoracek 754-8468

(IN]



tel:(308)%20750-7967

United Women of Faith

April 21st, 2026
1:30 pm

The meeting was called to order by Deb Wells. Those in attendance were Susan, Theda,
Cheryl, Deb, Jackie, Charlene, and Carol.

Susan gave devotions based on Hebrews 11, vs 1. Prayer requests were for Russ Swigart's
family, Pastor Nicole’s travels and conference, Snow family, Claude and Ursula Sorlie, Susan’s
grandson, Mary Stepanek and Roger Goettsche

Minutes from the March meeting were read, with no corrections or additions, approved as read.

Jackie gave the treasurer’s report, no bills were presented, balance on hand is $545.51 The
quarterly dues of $125 will be paid soon. Some World Day of Prayer checks were written
directly to the Fund for Tomorrow so those were not deposited into our account.

Old Business: No old business
Carol reminded Deb and Cheryl that they will host Fellowship on May 17th following church.

New Business: A flyer for Mission U was passed around. It will be held in Kearney July 17th-
18th. Registration will be available later, it will be $75 for two day event. A book, A Deep Know-
ing by Linda Furtado will need to be purchased for $14.99.

VBS will be held on May 20, 21st and 22nd at our church. We will help bring cookies as well as
serve lunch on Thursday. Charlene will schedule a time when we can meet to plan the menu,
etc. St. Mark’s will serve on Wednesday. There was a large amount of money donated for the
meal on Friday. More details will be made available soon on that.

We will help with Lunch Bunch again this summer. We will wait for more information on that,
no dates or times set yet.

Deb told us that admin council decided that we will continue to host fellowship after Sunday
services throughout the summer. Carol will get a new schedule typed up.

Pastor Nicole’s comments: None
Charlene’s lesson was on “The Women of Easter”
Next meeting is May 19th. Devotions by Theda, Lesson by Cheryl and lunch served by Susan
Submitted by Carol Phillips

United Women in Faith (UMW)

g The next meeting of the
P4 UWF will be on p—i—§
" May 19th at 1:30pm. i

All ladies are welcome!

I1Se




Churches Praying for Churches

—

Every year each church receives a list of UMC
churches to pray over each week. Please join
us in lifting these churches up in
prayer this month.

May 3rd- Clarks/Pierce Chapel
May 10th— Columbus First

May 17th— Doniphan/Rosedale
May 24th- Elba/Palmer/Wolbach
May 31st— All our Pastors

WORSHIP
WITHUS

0 o
14

W

Worship time
10:00 a.m.

Adult Bible Study

Sunday morning 9:00 am

Children’s Education
Children’s Church
-during Worship service

The Food Pantry here in St. Paul is always
looking for food donations. Please help us stock
the shelves. Any food or paper item is accepted

but these items are in high demand
every month.

Food Pantry
The United Methodist Church is responsible for
operating the Food Pantry every third Saturday
from 9-11 am. If you could volunteer to help
any one of these Saturdays, it would
be greatly appreciated.

Jello— Strawberry

Ketchup and Mustard
Laundry Soap-small bottles
Mayo

Sugar

Brownie mixes

Jelly

Cookies

Cereal

Crackers— Salad & Soup (Saltines)
Dish Soap

Flour

Hamburger Helper

Pancake Mix

Juice

Pork & Beans
Pudding-Instant-Chocolate
Syrup

Shampoo

Conditioner

Toilet Paper

Salad Dressing (Ranch,borothy Lynch)
Frosting

Cake Mixes

Spaghetti Sauce
Toothpaste

Canned Fruit

May 16th is the next work date.
Precautions are taken to insure the health and
protection of both the worker and the consumer.

Thank you, Theda Van Horn

o

Food Pantry hours

Saturday Tuesday
9:00-11:00 am 4:00-6:00 pm

February is the month for United Methodist Church
to donate to the Food Pantry.




United Methodist Church
1320 Baxter Street
St. Paul, NE 68873
308-754-4247
stpaulneumc@gmail.com




