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As March begins, there are several things that are on my mind.

Lent— Just a reminder that Lent is well on its way. Our Lenten Worship
Series “Heart to Heart” focuses on conversations with Jesus. We are
reminded not only of the conversations that are recorded in scripture, but
how these are models for our conversations with Jesus and how they help
us think about what we’d like to speak with Him about.

As we walk through Lent, | am also reminded of the importance of
intentionally participating in spiritual disciplines such as worship, prayer,
reading and studying scripture, and serving others. | am especially
reminded of the importance of doing the personally AND together as the
body of Christ. This has been emphasized as we walk through
Confirmation, preparing 7 young people to take on the vows of baptism
and church membership for themselves.

Time Change— Don’t forget to “Spring Forward” on March 8th.

Holy Week & Easter— As | write this, it is not lost on me that we will enter
into Holy Week in just a few weeks and celebrate Easter not even a full
week into April. So, | want you to mark your calendars for.

On Maundy Thursday (April 2nd), we will have Stations of Jesus’ Life
from 4:30-6 p.m. You will receive a guide and be able to go through the
stations at your own pace, taking as long as you want. At each station,
there is a small action, a prayer, and an item to take with you. There will
be a couple of different stations this year. It will be set up early for youth
group on Wednesday. Parents and grandparents who have done it with
children have said it is a very meaningful experience, as well.

On Good Friday (April 3rd), we will have a Tenebrae Service at 7 p.m.
A Tenebrae service is a “service of light and darkness” or “service of
shadows.” We will spend time in prayer, singing, and hearing the passion
narrative once more, until at last the Christ Candle—the one we light on
Christmas Eve to remember Jesus’ birth—is extinguished. Our
Confirmands will help lead this service.

On Easter (April 5th), there will be two opportunities for worship. We will
hold a sunrise service at 6:45 a.m. at the home of the Voigts with a coffee
fellowship following. There will also be our regularly scheduled Easter
worship service including confirmation at 10:00 a.m. that morning where
will we celebrate the joy of the resurrection.

| hope for you a meaningful and transformative Lenten season and

a joyous Easter!

Blessings, Pastor Nicole
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Adult Sunday School 9 am
Worship 10am

Children’s Church during Worship
Communion

Confirmation Class 5: 30pm

UWEF Meeting at 1 :30pm

4th

Youth Group 6:30 pm

18th

Youth Group 6:30 pm

5th

NO Community Office Hours

i 9th

Community Office Hours-
8-11am at Bedhead

World Day of Prayer service-

UMC helps at Food Pantry 9-11am

6th 21st
11:30am. Lunch to follow

8 ti‘) Adult Sunday School 9 am 22n d Breakfast Church in Fellowship Hall—
Worship 10am— Guest Pastor Rev. Breakfast starts at 9:30am, Worship at
Dorthea Fairbanks 10am. Assembly of UMCOR kits

Children’s Church during Worship
Confirmation Class 5:30pm
Daylight Savings time begins

during Worship.
Confirmation Class 5:30pm
Voigt/ Craig Home Group 6:30pm

9th

Fairbanks Home Group 11lam

25th

Prayer Group 11lam
Youth Group 6:30 pm

11 t"l Prayer Group 11am 2 6ti‘l Community Office Hours—
Youth Group 6:30 pm Bedhead 8am-11am
i Zti'\ Community Office Hours— 2 9‘[3'1 Adult Sunday School 9 am

Bedhead 8am-11lam

Worship 10am— Palm Sunday
Children’s Church during Worship
Confirmation Class 5:30pm

15th

Adult Sunday School 9 am
Worship 10 am-UMCOR Sunday
Children’s Church during Worship
Nursing Home Services-
Brookefield 1:30 Matelyn 2:30
Confirmation Class 5:30pm
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Pastor Impersonation Scams

Not again! In the recent weeks here at St. Paul UMC we
have heard about several people receiving emails/texts
from Pastor Nicole requesting gift cards. Pastor Nicole has
NOT emailed anyone for gift cards. Do not send them
anything. If she would email you, it would come from her
: official church email. Always check the email address and/
gor the phone number if it is a text. Also, she will NEVER text or email asking
:for gift cards. Please feel free to call the church office or Pastor Nicole if you
gquestion any correspondence you receive that looks suspicious.
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Attached is a link to an article from the GP Connection last week with some
tips on how to avoid being a victim to these scams:

https://www.ocfa.org/resource/pastor-impersonation-scams

Teacher’s Prayers

At St. Paul United Methodist Church, we have made a commitment to our local schools.
As we have done in the past, we will start our weekly prayers for the teachers and
school staff for the school year.

If you know of teachers from our congregation that teach at other districts or substitute teachers
that would not be listed on the St. Paul district website, please let Pastor Nicole or the church office
know so we can add them to our teacher prayers. Thank You!

Each Sunday, we will begin praying for the following teachers:
March 1- Tracy Anderson, Matt Koehn-Fairbanks, Shelly Lukasiewicz, Sarah Nilson, Kayla Hawkins

March 8 — Madi Brown, Kurt Harders, Cara Lemburg, Cora Menke, Janessa Slattery, Anna Thede

March 15— Libby Beck, Travis Brouillette, Trisha Hedman, Connor Klecan, Don Kleinsasser, Stacy Vogel,
Luke Thompson

March 22- Doug Voigt, Boyd Bowder, Alex Lindsay, Maria Montemagni, Joel Shafer

March 29- Jadyn Branson, Danielle Spencer, Andrea Zulkoski

SV)


https://www.gcfa.org/resource/pastor-impersonation-scams
https://www.gcfa.org/resource/pastor-impersonation-scams

March 28 |Rick & Suzy Peters

March 1 |Gentry Ross March 15 | Chris Pedersen

March 1 |Nancy McCarthy |March 15 |Dane Berggren

March 2 | Briley Poss March 16 |Dave Brehm
March 6 |Kylee Poss March 18 |Jaxton Thompson
March 8 |Les Rawlings March 19 |Charolotte Rasmussen

March 10 | Gary Rasmussen |March 20 |Cheryl Yoder

United Methodist Church of St. Paul
MISSION STATEMENT

March 12 | Francine Rasmussen | March 22 |Jackie Cook

March 13 | Alyssa Ritter March 29 |Loren Pearson

‘Making and Nurturing Disciples’

March 14 | Jaylynn Thompson | March 29 |Kristina Radke

UMCOR Sunday and Collection of Cleaning /Hygiene Kit items

UMCOR Sunday is March 15th. In this special offering, we join with other UMC
congregations in a special offering to support The United Methodist Committee on Relief, an
organization that acts on our behalf when there is a crisis in the world. This offering is separate
from the work we are doing to assemble flood buckets and hygiene kits and funds given to
purchase those items. The offering given joins with those of millions of
other United Methodists to help UMCOR cover the costs of doing business (overhead costs).
From training volunteers to keeping the office lights on, the UMCOR Sunday special offering
equips the organization to respond quickly when disaster strikes. Thanks to the UMCOR Sunday
offering, every dollar received when a disaster strikes can go directly to that disaster.
When we give to support UMCOR, we embrace God’s love and share abundant grace.

We as a church are also collecting items for UMCOR Cleaning and Hygiene kits. Then on March
22nd, a Breakfast church is scheduled where we will assemble these kits during the worship
service. If interested in bringing items to fill our kits, there is a list in the church narthex to help
you shop. Please sign up if you do buy any items from the lists
to help keep track of what is needed.
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February Attenhdanhce

February Offering Totals

February 1st:
February 8th:
February 15th:
February 18th:

Ash Wednesday
February 22nd:

Feb 1st: 444
36 In-person ebruary 15 $5,

18 Views/YouTube

55 In-person February 8th: $3,021
24 Views/YouTube
43 In-person February 15th: $308
16 Views/YouTube

41 In-person

8 Views,/YouTube February 22nd: $696

46 In-person

18 Views/YouTube
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United Methodist Church Prayer Chain

The purpose of the prayer chain is to offer special prayers for individuals in critical need. The chain cannot be activated
without the permission of the family in need. Call prayer requests to the church office 754-4247. The prayer request
will be called to the first person on these lists. Each caller then calls the next person on the list. If that person is
unavailable, a call should be placed to the following name and contact made with the first party later in the day.
Last name on list does not call anyone. We are in need of more people joining the prayer chain.

Praying for each other is an important ministry that we can do for our church family.

If you would be interested in becoming part of this mission, please contact the church office.
We are in need of more people joining the prayer chain. All you have to do is pray for someone as the requests
are made. Please consider this request to help.

Marilyn Wall 754-5100 Martha Voigt 750-4319 Jackie Cook 754-9115
Deb Wells 754-5620 Darla Voigt 750-1401 Charlene Craig 754-5503
Nancy Harrington 750-0279 Rose Ross 754-4993 Mary Pearson 308-219-0060
Theda Van Horn 754-4541 Cherri & Scott 750-0615 Brenda Starkey 750-7967
Klinginsmith

Cleo Edwards 754-4853 Charlotte Rasmussen | 308-968-3375 Becky Schwenk 750-4590
Nancy 750-2117-Nancy | Susan Hartley (641)-485-7349 Lory Thomsen 754-4286
OR Mike McCarthy (775)-830-9521

-Mike
Sheila Studley 750-6973 Robyn Dvoracek 754-8468
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tel:(308)%20750-7967

United Women of Faith

February 17th, 2026 Meeting Minutes

The UWF meeting was called to order by Deb Wells. Those in attendance were Deb,
Carol, Theda, Dorthea, Susan, Mary Ann, Sally, Ursula, Cheryl, Jackie, and Charlene.
Prayer concerns: Dave and Connie Snow, Gary Craig, Martha Voigt, Ursula’s brother, Claude,
Families of Bonnie Metcalf, and De Ette Lukasiewicz.

The Purpose was read by all.

Minutes of January meeting read an approved.

Treasurer’s Report given by Jackie: Previous balance of $161.51, Current balance $179.51.
No outstanding bills or checks.

Correspondence: Courtesy Cards— one Congratulatory card sent by Cheryl.

Old Business: Discussed schedule for UWF serving fellowship. Will sign up for the 3rd Sunday
every month. Next will be March 15th.

New Business: We are hosting the World Day of Prayer on March 6th at 11:30am. Discussed
menu and program. Ursula will make bookmarks to give away to those attending. Carol
discussed Feminine Hygiene kits the UWF will be putting together for UMCOR. Sign up sheet
filled out and will assemble at next meeting.

Pastor Nicole addressed upcoming Easter Services and Youth Confirmation.

Today’s Lesson by Dorthea.

Lunch served by Theda.

Next meeting: March 17th, 1:30pm
Devotions: Charlene. Will assemble Feminine Hygiene Kits.

Lunch: Ursula
Meeting adjourned at 3:25pm.

Secretary
Ursula Sorlie

United Women in Faith (UMW)

L Tho et metingof e =\
‘ . March 17th at 1:30pm. ‘ .

All ladies are welcome!
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Churches Praying for Churches

WORSHPP ..
wiis  Worship time

10:00 a.m.

—

Every year each church receives a list of UMC
churches to pray over each week. Please join us
in lifting these churches up in prayer this month.

March 1st— Bellwood/David City St. Luke's
March 8th— Bladen/Blue Hill/Pauline
March 15th— Boelus Grace/Cairo

March 22nd- Madison Trinity/Norfolk
Westridge

March 29th— W Brainard/Rising City

Adult Bible Study

Sunday morning 9:00 am

Children’s Education
Children’s Church
-during Worship service

The Food Pantry here in St. Paul is always Food Pantry

The United Methodist Church is responsible for
operating the Food Pantry every third Saturday
from 9-11 am. If you could volunteer to help
any one of these Saturdays, it would
be greatly appreciated.

looking for food donations. Please help us stock
the shelves. Any food or paper item is accepted
but these items are in high demand
every month.

Jello— Strawberry

Ketchup and Mustard
Laundry Soap-small bottles
Mayo

Sugar

Brownie mixes

Jelly

Cookies

Cereal

Crackers— Salad & Soup (Saltines)
Dish Soap

Flour

Hamburger Helper

Pancake Mix

Juice

Pork & Beans
Pudding-Instant-Chocolate
Syrup

Shampoo

Conditioner

Toilet Paper

Salad Dressing (Ranch,borothy Lynch)
Frosting

Cake Mixes

Spaghetti Sauce
Toothpaste

Canned Fruit

March 21st is the next work date.
Precautions are taken to insure the health and
protection of both the worker and the consumer.

Thank you, Theda Van Hom

N

Food Pantry hours
Saturday Tuesday
9:00-11:00 am 4:00-6:00 pm

February is the month for United Methodist Church
to donate to the Food Pantry.
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