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 Office Hours 

Tuesday-Friday 

9:00 a.m.ð3:00 pm 

754-4247 
 

Staff    

Rev. Dr. Russell  

Anderson 

 

Church Secretary 

  Carrie Hancock  

 

Custodian 
Integrated Life Choices 

Call Office 

 

Committee Chairs 

Admin Council 

Joe Swanson 

750-6063 

 

Board of Trustees 

Buzz Todd 

Brenda Starkey 

 

Finance 

Dave Harrington 

750-2551 

 

 Staff/Parish Relations 

Bob Rasmussen 

750-0151 

 

Worship 

Lynda Berggren 

750-2324 

Becky Schwenk 

687-6483 

 

 Mission-Outreach 

Nancy Harrington 

754-4247 

 

UMM 

Dave Snow 

Tom Knutson 

 

UMW  

Carol Tjernagel 

750-2830 

 

Education 

Jami Wemhoff 

750-5276 

 

VBS 

Vacant 

 

Auditor 

Larry Hurlburt  

  

As we begin a new year, with all of those New Year Resolutions that we make, 

I thought this article from Connexus Church might be beneficial to all of us. It comes 

from the administrative assistant to Pastor Carey Nieuwhof, Sarah Piercy as she 

thought about the importance of regular worship. Happy reading and Happy New 

Year!    

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Russ 

______________ 

I thought missing a Sunday morning service wasnôt a big deal. I have worked 

at Connexus Church for 8 years and would only miss a Sunday because I was away on 

vacation. Quite honestly, I didnôt think missing a Sunday was a big deal. Itôs not a sin. 

Itôs not earth-shattering. No one notices (or do they?).  Right? Then I had a baby and 

went on maternity leave. And I started to participate in our church community like 

most people do. And everything changed. Because, when I miss a Sunday service, I 

miss way more than I ever thought. From birthday parties to a sick baby, a variety of 

reasons had kept me from participating on Sunday mornings. I would watch online. 

And online is great to keep me connected when I canôt be there in person. Or to share 

with friends and neighbors who are curious about church but not ready to come. So 

easy! But ï given the choice ï attending on Sunday morning trumps all else. Every 

time. Why? 

When I skip Sunday morningé 

 

1. I  MISS  UNINTERRUPTED TIME TO LISTEN FOR GODôS WISDOM  

Sundayôs practical teaching translates into godly wisdom that I can apply daily 

life ï it is so valuable. Sure, you can hear great teaching in a variety of ways. But lis-

tening online is different than listening in the service. 

I donôt know about you, but when I listen at home I have a long to-do list. A 

child that loves attention. A phone that rings. Floors to sweep. Laundry to fold. Neigh-

borsô dogs barking. I almost never absorb the message in the same way as I do when 

physically present on Sunday. 

When Iôm in the service, I have uninterrupted time. Time to focus on what God is 

teaching me and reflect on how He wants me to grow. My child is being cared for, my 

phone is on silent, and there are no chores waiting for me. I can focus. I can engage 

my heart and mind. 

 

2. I MISS THE VALUE OF WORSHIPING GOD THROUGH MUSIC WITH OTHERS 

This one is interesting.  And might even be surprising to you. Thereôs some-

thing intangible that happens when we worship God ï out loud ï with hundreds of 

people who share faith in Jesus. 
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(continued from previous page) 

 

Sundays are an irreplaceable opportunity to take a step back from the busy day-to-day and 

directly praise the God that loves me and is incredibly worthy of my worship. Music roots my heart 

and mind in the truth of who God is. It remembers and celebrates powerful scripture. It leads me to 

humble myself before Godôs majesty in a way that doesnôt always happen when music playing in 

the car or in the background while I do the dishes. 

Worshiping God through music on Sundayôs ï with hundreds of people ï grounds and fuels 

my faith. It inspires me to keep worshiping, keep believing, keep serving, keep loving. 

 

3. I MISS THE POWER AND MOVEMENT OF THE CHURCH 

The Church has a mission and purpose.  And every believer is part of it.  We get to spread 

the amazing news that Jesus Christ loves you, died to forgive you, and he is alive, bringing new life 

to all who believe in him. What an incredible message to sit on. 

We can be a Christian and not actively participate in the local Church.  Our salvation is not 

dependent on that. Itôs dependent on Jesus. But thereôs more at stake than thaté 

Imagine this: Your life is a babbling brook. It twists and turns and bubbles and splashes. Itôs beauti-

ful.  But has little strength. But, what happens when you cross paths with another brook. And anoth-

er. And another? Something bigger starts to happen. Something one babbling brook canôt do on its 

own. Momentum happens. Then power happens. Then Niagara falls happens! (Note: did you know 

Niagara falls generates enough energy to power almost 4 million homes? No babbling brook does 

that.) 

 In the same way, 100s (or 1000s) of people moving in the same God-given direction is 

POWERFUL.  And it doesnôt happen when we are disengaged. When I miss Sunday mornings, I 

miss how God is moving our church community to action. When I miss the hostôs welcome, con-

necting opportunities and the stories of God at work, I miss getting to be part of it because I donôt 

know how. I donôt want to miss being part of the power and movement of Godôs Church. 

Plus, if Iôm not there, then how can I bring anyone with me? So ï I do everything I can to attend a 

Sunday morning service. Because when I miss a Sunday, I miss way more than I ever thought. 

Will you make a commitment to Sunday morningôs with me, too? 
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WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
 

January 6th: Epiphany Sunday with Holy 
Communion.  
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12  
ñThe Gift of the Magiò 
 
 

 
January 13th: Baptism of the Lord Sunday  
Service of Remembering our Baptism  
Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22. 
ñLivingò 
 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
 

January 20th: Second Sunday after Epipha-
ny. 
Human Relations Day offering 
Isaiah 62:1-4 
Paul Yates, Iôve Got a Name Executive 
Director, guest speaker 

 
 
January 27

th
: Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Luke 4:14-21 
ñMade for a Purposeò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

I want to express to all of you my heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the generous Christmas gift and all 

your expressions of love and grace that you have passed on to me and my family over Christmas. I am 

truly blessed by your faithfulness and enjoy being in ministry with you. May you all have a blessed 

New Year. 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Russ  
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Commission on the Way Forward Study 

As the United Methodist Church heads toward the special called General Conference in 

February 2019 to vote on A Way Forward, Pastor Russ will lead an eight-week study to 

help us, as individuals, become more informed about what is at stake in this debate over hu-

man sexuality within the United Methodist Church. This study will be using Wil Cantrelôs 

book, Unafraid and Unashamed: Facing the Future of United Methodism. Cantrel approach-

es this ñhot topicò in an unbiased fashion allowing the reader to come to their own under-

standing of God at work in our midst and how to be a faithful witness, in good Wesleyan 

fashion of ñDoing no harm.ò  

The class began on Wednesday, September 26, 2018 at 6:30 PM and will last ap-

proximately eight weeks depending upon participant involvement.  For further questions 

regarding this study, please contact Pastor Russ. 

A New Ministryð-Healthy Congregations 

Last summer, Diane Johnson, Mary Ann Rickertsen, and Carol Tjernagel attended an all day , three 

course certification training. This training provided skills and tools for planning and carrying out 

effective congregational health ministry work.  Because of their initial efforts, our team met the re-

quirements to receive a $1,000.00 grant to plan, establish, and implement a Healthy Congregation 

Program for our church family.  We have already received this money and are ready to got to 

work!!! 

Every church and Community faces a unique mix of health needs.  We will be attempting to find 

our congregationôs greatest areas of need in the four dimensions of health: Physical, mental, spiritu-

al, and social well being.  

We will meet at the January Round Table meeting discussion to begin this exciting new ministry.  If 

you have questions, ideas, suggestions, or simply want to know more about Healthy Congregations, 

please join us at this meeting. Thank you for your prayers as we embark on an exciting and chal-

lenging new adventure in sharing Godôs love.     
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We are starting a new prayer request list.  If you 

would like your name added to this list, please let the 

church office know. 

Thank you 

 

 
 
 Note:  We can only publish prayer concerns with 

the permission of the people involved. Also, Pastor  

Russ often does not find out about hospitalizations.  

HIPPA regulations do not allow the hospital to call  

unless they are requested to do so.  Please give him a 

call (Church 754-4247). if you or someone you know 

is in the hospital or desires a call.  Thank you for 

your help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come, meet your church family.   

You will like us! 

 

 

Sunday 

Worship time 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Adult Bible Study  

Sunday morning 9:00 am. 

Childrenôs Education  

Sunday School 9:15 am.   

Youth Group 

Wednesday evenings 6:30 pm 

during school year 

Thursday 

Come ón Go Coffee 10:00-

11:00 a.m. 

aL{{Lhb {¢!¢9a9b¢   

ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ  
bǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ 

 
  ¦bL¢95 a9¢Ih5L{¢ /I¦w/I hC {¢Φ t!¦[ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 

January 22nd  

  Martha 9:00 am  

 Mary 2:00 pm 

Epworth Village Needs: 

Monetary gifts 

Gift Cards to Walmart, Walgreens 

Bosselmanôs or Caseyôs gas purchase cards 

Menardôs gift cards for maintenance needs 

Reams of plain white copy paper 

Antibacterial soap, hand pump or refillables 

Alcohol-free hand sanitizer 

Hand lotion-unscented 

Generic hygiene products-hair products, body wash, 

feminine hygiene products 

Infant-toddler hygiene products 

Infant-toddler baby wipes and disposable diapers 

Paper towels, toilet tissue, napkins 

Medium laundry baskets 

Large duffle bags for foster care belongings 

Basic cleaning supplies for a home 

Letter/brochure folding machine 

Manila folders and label stickers 
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                 !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
                        5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мтǘƘΣ нлму 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŀǎ 
ƭŜŘ ōȅ WƻŜ {ǿŀƴǎƻƴΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ wǳǎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǳǎ ƻũ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ CǊŜǎƘ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳǎƛπ
ƴŜǎǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǘ тΥол ōȅ WƻŜ {ǿŀƴπ
ǎƻƴΦ Lƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ wǳǎǎ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ WƻŜ 
{ǿŀƴǎƻƴΣ WŀƳƛ ²ŜƳƘƻũΣ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ .ǳȊȊ ¢ƻŘŘΣ 
¢ƻƳ tƻǿŜƭƭΣ /ŀǊƻƭ ¢ƧŜǊƴŀƎŜƭΣ aŀǊƭŜƴŜ YǊŜƳƭŀŎŜƪΣ .ŜŎƪȅ 
{ŎƘǿŜƴƪΣ [ȅƴŘŀ .ŜǊƎƎǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǊƛŜ IŀƴŎƻŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ bƻπ
ǾŜƳōŜǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ .ǳȊȊ ¢ƻŘŘΦ 
tŀǎǘƻǊ wǳǎǎΥ tŀǎǘƻǊ wǳǎǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƳǎ /ƭǳō 
ǿŀǎ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜǧŜǊ ƻƴ ƭŜǧŜǊƘŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜ /ŀǊƻƭ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ƻƴ /ŀǊǊƛŜ IŀƴŎƻŎƪ 
ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘΦ 
WƻŜ {ǿŀƴǎƻƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǧŜǊΦ ¢ƻƳ tƻǿŜƭƭ ƳŀŘŜ 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭ ¢ƧŜǊƴŀƎŜƭ ǎŜŎƻƴŘπ
ŜŘΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ ƭŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ hƳŀƘŀ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ 5ŀȅ 
ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нƴŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ όфΥол ŀƳ ǘƻ 
оΥол ǇƳύ CǊŜǎƘ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƛƴǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǾŜƴǳŜǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ǿŀȅΦ LŦ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
ŜǎǘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƛƴǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻ CǊŜǎƘ9ȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎǳǎΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ 
9ǾŜƴǘǎ-±ƛǎƛƻƴ 5ŀȅ-hƳŀƘŀΦ hƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ уǘƘ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳ
όǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ сΥол ǇƳύ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ 
wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƳŜŜǘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ нлмф ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
Ǉƭŀƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǘΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƴŀŎƪκŬƴƎŜǊŦƻƻŘ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ ¢ƻƳ tƻǿŜƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ /ƘŜŎƪπ
ƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǿŀǎ ϷмнΣ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ϷпмΣуннΣ DƛǾπ
ƛƴƎ ϷмтΣтфлΣ ¢ƻǘŀƭ LƴŎƻƳŜ ϷмсΣфсл /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ aƻƴǘƘ 
Dŀƛƴκό[ƻǎǎύ ϷсΣстуΣ ¸ŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ Dŀƛƴκό[ƻǎǎύ όϷрΣлнрύΦ 
¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊϥǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊƛƴƎπ
ǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ WƻŜ {ǿŀƴǎƻƴΦ 
CƛƴŀƴŎŜΥ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
ǎǝƭƭ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ 
DǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ŀǘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 
ƳŀȅōŜ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŜōŎŀƳ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΦ {ƻǳǇ 
{ǳǇǇŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ноǊŘΣ 
ŦǊƻƳ р-т ǇƳ ƻǊ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜȅ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƳŀȅōŜ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ .ŀƪŜ {ŀƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜΦ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǇ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΦ ! DƻƭŦ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀπ
ƳŜƴǘ ŘŀǘŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜǘΦ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

 ¢ƻƳ tƻǿŜƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΦ ²Ŝ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǘƻ ¢ƻǇŜƪŀΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ƎŜǘǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŀƊŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ¢ƻǇŜƪŀΦ 5ŀǾŜ IΦ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘπ
ŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻũŜǊπ
ƛƴƎǎΦ /ŀǊǊƛŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Cƛƴŀƴπ
Ŏƛŀƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƛƴ нлмф ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  
{ttw/Υ bƻ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴκhǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΥ WŀƳƛ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻũΣ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ƻƴ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ сǘƘόǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ноǊŘΣ 
ƻũ 5ŜŎΦ олǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ сǘƘύΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
ŀƘŜŀŘΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нмǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǎƻ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ Řƻ 
ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭŜȅ 
ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇΣ ŦƻǊ ǇƛȊȊŀ ŀƴŘ ōƻǿƭƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ŘǾŜƴǘκ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƊŜǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ сǘƘΦ 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΥ ¢ƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ CǳƴŘ ǎǝƭƭ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴΦ aŀǊƭŜƴŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ 
¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎΥ .ǳȊȊ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΦ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǊŜŦǊŀƳƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƛǎ 
ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŬƭŜŘΦ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǳǇπ
ƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǝƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƘŜŀǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ƻƭŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ .ǳȊȊ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻΦ ²Ŝ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎƘǿŀǎƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ǎƻŀǇκǊƛƴǎŜ ŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƭŜǎ 
ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǊǳƴǎΦ 
¦a²Υ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ мс ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ 
¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
¢ƘŜȅ ƎŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ р ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ǇǿƻǊǘƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǎŜŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ  
¦aaΥ bƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
hŶŎŜΥ bƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
hǇŜƴ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΥ ! ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ WƻŜ {ǿŀƴǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŬȄƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Ƴƻǝƻƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΗ 5ŀǾŜ IΦ 
ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜϥŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǝƻƴ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ DƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜπ
ƳŜƴǘǎΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ƭŜǧŜǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜǎŜΦ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǘ уΥмл ǇƳΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 5ŀǾŜ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ¢ƻƳ tƻǿŜƭƭ ǎŜπ
ŎƻƴŘŜŘΦ bŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ wƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ уǘƘ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳΦ ό¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘύ 
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                       School Children Milk Money        

Our church is committed to providing milk money to the St. Paul 

Public Schools for those children who otherwise would not have it 

available. 

Please keep this mission in your prayers and consider donating to 

this wonderful cause.  Make sure and note it on your 

check. Thank you! 

¦ǎƘŜǊ-DǊŜŜǘŜǊ-/ŀƴŘƭŜ [ƛƎƘǘŜǊ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму  
Donôt forget, the clipboards to sign up are in the Narthex.  Please 

continue to volunteer, we need your help.  There are opportunities 

to usher, greet, and light candles as well as host fellowship.  Also 

pastor could use your help in reading scripture, and if you are mu-

sically blessed, we have a sign up sheet for that too! 

There is money available to help purchase food items for fellow-

ship.  Please contact the church office, 

¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ January 6 aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ 

 January 13  

 January 20 ¦aa 

 January 27  

DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ January 6 [ŜƊȅ ŀƴŘ WƻƭŜƴŜ ²ƻƭŦŜ 

 January 13  

 January 20  

 January 27  

/ŀƴŘƭŜǎΥ January 6 /ŀǎƘ ²ŜƳƘƻũ 

 January 13  

 January 20  

 January 27  

This and thatééééé.. 

Now that the weather is getting cooler, there are 

some jackets hanging in the closet that have been 

here all summer long.  If you are missing one, 

please check to see if one of these is yours.  We 

also have a lost and found in the office, please ask 

Carrie to see items we have located around the 

church. 

 

 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

 

 

 

Round Table meeting January 29th,6:30pm 

There is a Round Table meeting scheduled 
for Tuesday, January 29th at 6:30 pm. The 
Round Table meeting will take place of the 
regularly scheduled Finance and Adminis-
trative Council meetings for the month of 
January. All committees and ministry teams 
of the church will be given 20 minutes at the 
beginning of the Round Table meeting to 
discuss any necessary items on their agen-
da before we meet as one group. There-
fore, chairpersons should be ready to dis-
cuss any necessary items with your respec-
tive committee or ministry team during that 
time before bringing it to the larger group. 
The UMW and the UMM may meet at their 
regularly scheduled times in January if they 
so desire. Anyone is welcome to come to 
this meeting, but all committee members 
are strongly encouraged to be there.  We 
hope to see you there! 

                   Box Tops for Education 

Even though we are no longer collecting these 

for Epworth Village, please continue to bring 

these coupons to church.  We will donate them 

to the school. 



9 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Members, 

 I want to take the time to thank those of you who went off committees and ministry teams at the end 

of the year, December 31, 2018, for your dedication and service to the church. I also thank those of you 

who agreed to serve on a committee or ministry team beginning January 1, 2019.  Serving on a ministry 

team or chairing a committee/ministry team is often times hard work and requires giving of your time and 

God given gifts and graces. It always calls for extra time away from home when all you would rather do is 

be at home getting your chores and tasks done, or just relaxing. It also requires getting involved in the life 

of the church, sometimes more than you want too, seeing the inner workings of the church ï the good, the 

bad, and the ugly ï so to speak. But serving on a committee and/or ministry team is also rewarding. It is a 

great and influential way to serve Christ through the church. Therefore, I thank those of you going off and 

those of you coming on. I thank you for sharing your gifts and graces with the church and blessing us all 

through your commitment and care.  

 Those going off of committees and ministry teams at the end of 2018 were: Don Lukasiewicz and 

Doug Voigt from the SPPRC; Janet Thomsen as chair of Trustees; Brad Wells as Financial Secretary; Ash-

ley Meyer and Mary Ann Rickertsen from Lay Leadership(Nominations); Timmery Parr from Mission/

Outreach. 

 Those coming on a committee and/or ministry team January 1, 2019 are: Deidre Hurlburt and Brian 

Clymer ï SPPRC; Regan Clymer and Kenton Meyer, and Brenda Starkey and Buzz Todd who will serve as 

Co-Chairs ï Trustees; Francine Rasmussen as Financial Secretary; Dawn Meyer and Terri Alberts ï Fi-

nance; Darla Voigt and Diane Johnson ï Worship; Doug Voigt and Ursula Sorlie ï Education; Nancy Har-

rington as chairperson and Connie Snow ï Mission/Outreach; Mikeleh Esquiten and Kori Johnson ï Lay 

Leadership(Nominations).   

 Thank you all for your service to Christ through the St Paul United Methodist Church. Together we 

make a difference for Christ in our church, our community, and our world. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Russ    



11 

 2 No Youth Group, Now Way Forward Study, No 

Choir 

6 Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Sunday School 9:15 am, 

Worship 10:00 

7 UMM 8:00 am Sweet Shoppe 

9 Way Forward Study with Pastor Russ 6:30, Youth 

Group 6:30 pm, Choir 8:00 pm 

13 Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Sunday School 9:15 am, 

Worship 10:00 

16 Way Forward Study with Pastor Russ 6:30, Youth 

Group 6:30 pm, Choir 8:00 pm 

19 UMC help with Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 am 

20 Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Sunday School 9:15 am, 

Worship 10:00 

22 Circles, Martha 9:00 am, Mary 2:00 pm 

23 Soup Supper, Fellowship Hall 5-7 pm 

27 Adult Bible Study 9:00 am, Sunday School 9:15 am, 

Worship 10:00, 4th Sunday of Advent 

29 Round Table Meeting, Fellowship Hall 6:30 pm 

30 Way Forward Study with Pastor Russ 6:30, Youth 

  

  

  

  

 

January January at a Glance 

Food Pantry hours 

 Saturday  Tuesday 

9:00-11:00 am  4:00-6:00 pm 

Beginning in 2018, February will be the month for United 

Methodist Church to donate to the Food Pantry. 

 

Food Pantry  

The United Methodist Church is responsible for operating the 

Food Pantry every third Saturday from 9-11 am.  If you could 

volunteer to help any one of these Saturdays, it would be greatly 

appreciated.  November 17th is our next work date. 

 

Thank you, Theda Van Horn 

 

  

 No Anniversaries this month 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Jan 1 Claude Sorlie Jan 8 Darby Greenway 

Jan 2 Russell Swigart  Marvin Schwenk 

Jan 5 Diane Johnson Jan 10 Austin Starkey 

Jan 6 Greg Ingold Jan 11 Tim Ross 

Jan 7 Maxine Hoselton Jan 12 Becky Schwenk 

 Jim Ross Jan 13 Emily Christensen 

 Carrie Hancock Jan 14 Ashley Meyer 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    


